
Howard Burns Jr. has been 
promoted to Director of Avion-
ics Sales and Service at BAC.  
He has been with Bismarck 
Aero Center for 7 years and 
has been in the aviation in-

dustry on the Bismarck Airport for over 20 years. 
He received his A&P certificate in 1989 and his 
Inspection Authorization certificate in 2006. His 
role in the maintenance department has been 
instrumental in improving customer relations, 
large contract negotiations, peer leadership and 
Director of Maintenance responsibilities. How-
ard’s two most notable accomplishments while at 
BAC include, throwing his heart and soul in to 
helping BAC become a full service FBO in 2008 
with our addition of the Flightline department and 
receiving the 2008 North Dakota Professional 
Aviation Mechanics Association “Mechanic of the 
Year Award.” 

We have all the confidence in the world that 
Howard will excel in his new role. He has proven 
customer relations dedication and has a passion 
for aviation research that will allow him to con-
tinue to grow personally and professionally!   
C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  H o w a r d ! ! 
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Intro Flights - 

Get involved!!  Introduce friends 
to flying. If you have a friend or 
acquaintance who might be 
interested in aviation send them 
in, or better yet, bring them!!  
We also offer Site-seeing and 
Discovery tours.  Give the gift of 
flight.   

We offer Gift Certificates!     
Awesome and unique gift! 

Trivia: 
In 1971, it became law that you 
couldn’t do what in an airplane? 
 

Submit answers by phone 701-223-4754 
or email to reginac@bismarckaero.com for 
a chance to win a $50 gift certificate. 

Last issue winner:  Ron Patch.   
Answer: According to FAA regulations, 
what color should an airport windsock be? 
C.  Orange, white or yellow. 
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We’re on the web! 

www.bismarckaero.com 
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BAC welcomes new members to our team! 

Mark McCann joins the BAC team with over 30 
years of aircraft maintenance experience. Mark 
received his A&P certificate in 1980 from Dakota 
Aerotech and received his Inspection Authoriza-
tion certificate in approximately 1990. His experi-
ence includes Director of Maintenance positions 

with 135 Charter operations, Citation 560 training,  twin Cessna 
training, air ambulance support, sheet metal work, aircraft restora-
tion and Bell helicopter maintenance. Mark is well know as one of 
the areas twin 300/400 Cessna series experts. In 2006, Mark re-
ceived the North Dakota PAMA Mechanic of the Year award! 
 

Doug Kruckenberg joins BAC with previous 
flightline/refueling experience with the US Air 
Force. Upon returning from the Air Force, Doug 
spent 8 years with Cloverdale Foods but most 
recently, Doug spent the last 10 years at Bobcat. 
Doug enjoys riding motorcycles with his wife, 

golfing, hunting, and is very active in the NISHU archery club. In 
addition, Doug is a Schaefer Oils Representative in the south-
western region of ND.  
 

Patrick Brown joins BAC with approximately 3 
years of GA flightline experience. While living in 
Fargo, Patrick worked at Valley Aviation on their 
flightline. Patrick has spent over 15 years in cus-
tomer service while working for various software 
companies and worked at Bobcat for 10 years. 

While working at Bobcat, Patrick completed his BS in Business 
M a n a g e m e n t  f r o m  M i n o t  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y . 
Patrick joins BAC as a licensed Private Pilot and as a 1st Lieuten-
ant in the Civil Air Patrol.  

New Faces 

New Manager’s Special: 

Schedule any avionics in-
stall before May 31, 2010 and 

save 10% on install labor. 



 

 

The American Barnstormers Tour is scheduled to visit North Dakota on their 
third bi-annual tour in 2010.  The Tour showcases as many as 20 meticulously 
restored vintage aircraft from the Golden Age of Aviation in an exceptional 
collection of airplanes and aviators from the 1920s and 1930s will journey 

through Bismarck from June 27-29, 2010.   

Spectators can even experience the thrill of open cockpit flight for themselves 
and go barnstorming in a beautifully restored Travel Air, new Standard or 
Stearman vintage biplane. 

For more information go to ww.americanbarnstormerstour.com. 

 
 

Register to Win! 

The American Barnstormers Tour 

BAC Technicians Attend IA Renewal Training 

reviewed regulations, procedures, safety man-
agement and unapproved parts. 

BAC has a commitment to provide continuing 
education to our technicians. This is demon-
strated by our technicians receiving recognition 
from the FAA and  Aviation Maintenance Tech-
nician Safety Awards Program, which the FAA 
awards to maintenance Technicians that meet 
the designated level of training. Continuing 
education efforts are enhanced through atten-
dance of factory training, conferences and 
seminars. 

During the 2010 Upper Midwest Aviation Sympo-
sium Howard, Kent and Mark, Bismarck Aero 
Center (BAC) Inspection Authorization (IA) techni-
cians, received renewal training. Vendors, aircraft 
manufacturing representatives, specialty service 
providers and the FAA conducted the training ses-
sions. Vendors introduced new products and dem-
onstrated installation and service techniques. 
Those in attendance had an opportunity to ask 
questions and grow their expertise. 

Technicians were able to meet the new FAA Flight 
Standards District Office (FSDO) staff.  The FAA 
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Our monthly drawing continues to run from the beginning to the end of each month.  For each 150 gallon 
uplift of Jet-A purchased, you can register for $50 in gift certificates or for each 30 gallon uplift of 100LL 
purchased, you can register for $25 in gift certificates. 

Congratulations to our winners Larry Gebhardt, John McDowell, Thomas Berg, Harlow Hageness, Greg 
Scheer, Jim Branam, Greg Jensen, and JD Clark.  Thank you for participating. 

When you register online, you can sign up to receive our newsletter, promotions and other updates elec-
tronically.  So take advantage of these opportunities so you are always up to date.  

These arenõt 

merely  

airplanes, 

theyõre Time 

Machines! 

You Know
 You’re 

An 

Aviation Fan When:   

Take down the time the 

boarding door was shut, 

pushback, wheels up, wheels 

down, touchdown, park, doors 

open. 

Electronic Information If you would like to receive this 
newsletter, promotions, up-
grade notifications and other 
important information by email, 
please go to our website and 
subscribe.  We won’t share 
your email and you can unsub-
scribe at any time. 



BAC PERIODICAL 

Maintenance Corner 

Sometimes people have questions about whether service bulletins are required or not: The FAA has determined 
that a service bulletin (SB) is not mandatory, even though the top of the bulletin says “MANDATORY”. We would 
suggest taking these bulletins to your technician for review, and to determine the need for the update. However, 
many times it is prudent to have them done. If an AD (Airworthiness Directive) regarding a SB is issued, the SB 
does become required however. 

Keep in mind, you, the owner has all the “say” in whether SB’s are to be done or not. 
Don’t let a technician tell you they won’t sign off an Annual if these are not done. 

Be Safe, 

Mike Aarestad 

Become a fan on Facebook!             Follow us on Twitter! 

Bismarck Aero Center  

Wayne McGhee, Aviation Regional Manager for Garmin is offering a free seminar at Bismarck Aero Center 
to demonstrate the revolutionary Garmin G600/G500 Glass Panel Upgrade and also the Garmin GPS 

Handheld Line.  Wayne will cover Glass Cockpits, EFIS Retrofits, Synthetic Vision Technology  
and New Garmin Aviation Products. 

 
Bismarck Aero Center and Garmin will provide Garmin Bucks, install discounts, door prizes and appetizers 

for those in attendance. Come on out and enjoy a fun evening with Wayne, help yourself to some free 
food and take advantage of our discounts.   

 
When: Thursday, May 13 th  

Where: Bismarck Aero Center  
Time: 6:30 pm  

 
Please RSVP before May 7th by emailing howardb@bismarckaero.com or  

Gear Up with Garmin 

mailto:howardb@bismarckaero.com


 

FULL SERVICE FBO 

24/7 Fueling Operations 

Certified NATA Staff 

Pilot Perks Program 

Maintenance Sales & Service 

Avionic Sales & Service 

Aircraft Rental 

Heated Storage 

Charter Brokerage 

Flight Instruction 

Aviation Consulting 

Factory Authorized Technicians 

Contract Fuel Programs 

Above and Beyond Service on the Ground & in the Air 

2301 University Dr. Bldg. 53 
Bismarck, ND  58504 
Phone: 701-223-4754 
Fax: 701-223-9566 
www.bismarckaero.com 
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The new Garmin Aera 510 replaces Garmin's 396 as an affordable and 
capable portable aviation GPS with weather. This unit features a touch-
screen interface that makes using the unit very user friendly. The Aera 
510 has a Jeppesen database that includes all of the Airports, VORs, 
NDBs, Intersections, Airspace and Airport Information. It will also display 
Obstacles, Terrain and IFR Airways. It operates for 5 hours with the  

Lithium Battery fully charged. It will also interface with the Garmin SL30, 
SL40 for frequency tuning and the GTX330 for Traffic.  
 
The Garmin Aera 510 also features an automotive mode. When driving, 
the Garmin Aera 510 will operate the same as Garmin's popular Nuvi line 
of Automotive GPS. The Aera 510 has a complete North American Street 

database and it provides turn -by - turn guidance. It also has Bluetooth  
wireless technology for hands free calling in the car.  
 
 

The Garmin Aera 510 also includes an XM Weather antenna for providing Nexrad Radar, Satellite  
Mosaic, Echo Tops, Winds Aloft, Lightning Strikes, METAR, Terminal Forcasts, Airmets, Sigmets, 

PIREPS, and Freezing Level Data.  
 
The feature rich Garmin Aera 510 is affordable at just $1299. Stop in or call ahead to schedule our 
demo model for your next flight.  

New Product Spotlight 

Garmin Aera 510—Touch Screen Portable GPS 


